affinity

Doctrinal Basis

We believe in:

1.

The inspiration, inerrancy and infallibility of God's word, the Bible, as originally given.
The holy scripture is both vital and clear, and all Christians must submit to its supreme
authority and sufficiency, both individually and corporately, in every matter of belief
and conduct.

The existence of one eternal and immutable God, the Holy Trinity, Creator and Lord of
the universe who, in the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - three Persons
who are the same in substance, and equal in power and glory - governs all things
according to his will, and is accomplishing his purposes in the world and in the church.

The inherent value of all human beings, made male and female by God in his own
image. God has instituted marriage to be between one biological man and one
biological woman. This serves as a type of the union between Christ and his church.
As a result of the fall of Adam all are subject to God’s wrath and condemnation due
to their sinfulness and quilt. This has resulted in their alienation from God, from one
another and from his creation.

The essential, absolute and eternal deity of the Lord Jesus Christ; his conception by
Mary of the Holy Spirit; his virgin birth; his real but sinless humanity; his voluntary
humiliation and obedience, culminating in his death as a sacrifice for sin; his bodily
resurrection from the dead on the third day; his ascension into heaven; his continuing
ministry as Prophet, Priest and King; and his coming again in power and glory.

Salvation from the quilt, penalty and all consequences of sin solely through the work of
Jesus Christ - his perfect obedience, penal substitutionary death, bodily resurrection and
exaltation as Lord. He alone is truly God and truly man, and therefore the only mediator
between God and humanity, uniquely able to save completely those who come to God
through him. There is salvation through no other person, creed, process or power.

The justification of sinners entirely through the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to
them and of the guilt and penalty of their sin to him. It is appropriated by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone.

The necessity and sufficiency of the work of the Holy Spirit for the individual’s new birth
to repentance and faith, union with Christ and growth to maturity, and for the church’s
continuous renewal in truth, unity, wisdom, faith, holiness, love, power and mission.

The universal church, the body of which Christ is the head, to which all God’s people
belong. Its existence reveals God’s ultimate purpose to bring everything together under
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Christ. It is made visible both in local congregations and in the wider communion of
those who profess the true faith.” It comprises a people called to declare the praise of
the God who saved them, to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints, and to
proclaim the gracious offer of salvation to those who are lost.

9. The unity of the body of Christ, as expressed within and between local churches by
mutual love, care, encouragement and corporate action. True fellowship between
churches exists only where they are faithful to the apostolic gospel.

10. The personal and visible return in glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, in order to raise the
dead and bring salvation and judgement to final completion. He will grant eternal life
to those who have believed the gospel, and consign those who have not to everlasting
punishment in hell. God will then fully establish his kingdom in new heavens and a
new earth, from which evil and evildoers, suffering and death will be excluded, and in
which he will be glorified forever.

“ Some members of Affinity believe that the visible church comprises
baptised professors of the faith and their baptised covenant children.

Basis of Cooperation

1. Affinity’s corporate and agency members all subscribe to Affinity’s Doctrinal Basis. At
the same time, as autonomous charities, each Affinity member remains distinct from
each other and from Affinity. Such distinctions mean that Affinity and its members may
reasonably expect to have differences of opinions on secondary issues which are not
covered by the Basis of Faith. Such differences are to be honoured and any discussions
concerning them are to be conducted with respect.

2. Affinity and its members are committed to engaging directly with one another in love
and truth. As such, when issues arise in the public sphere, Affinity and its members are
to first contact those involved rather than making any public comment. If, having done
this, concerns still remain, those concerns should be raised with Affinity.

3. Affinity encourages its members to participate as much as possible in the Affinity
network so that they can take full advantage of the many opportunities to pray for one
another, to share expertise and to enjoy fellowship together.

4. Affinity members are committed to paying their annual membership fees at the earliest
opportunity in order to support Affinity’s ministry.

5. Affinity and its members are to be authentically and recognisably Christian in culture
and practice (as well as in doctrine and mission). This includes fulfilling all necessary
legal obligations for the region(s) in which they work. It also includes the highest
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standards of integrity as well as appropriate transparency in such areas as governance,
safequarding, publicity, fundraising and finances.

6. Affinity and its members rejoice in the Lord’s blessing on their various ministries.
Where there is an overlap between particular churches or organisations, members
are encouraged to work together to benefit their respective ministries and to avoid
duplication. When raising support, Affinity members are likewise expected to honour
addressees’ existing commitments.
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