Editorial
spects of contemporary Evangelicalism come under the spotlight in this issue
of Foundations. This is mainly done by means of reviews of several books
which have been recently published. Here is, therefore, an opportunity to make
sure that we are up to date with what is being thought and advocated at the present time
in the evangelical world in the United Kingdom. The aim of these reviews is more to
inform than to interpret- analysis and evaluation of where we are (and where we are
likely to go!) will appear in a future issue. The longer reviews appear here as Review
Articles, while three briefer reviews are set together towards the end of this issue.
This year is the fifteenth anniversary of the death of Dr Lloyd-Jones and the thirtieth
anniversary of the watershed meeting of evangelicals at the Central Hall, Westminster.
Readers who are not familiar with the events of 1966-67 would do well to read about
them. 1 Reference is made to them in some of the items in this issue.
Addressing the Inter Varsity Fellowship (now UCCF) in its fiftieth annual
Conference in 1969, the Doctor spoke from 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 on How to safeguard
thefuture. 2 He emphasised that the apostolic answer to this question was (and is) "to
keep in memory ... things that are central and foundational and to hold on to them".
What are these "first things of the gospel"?

A

1

2

First there is the doctrine of Scripture: "according to the Scriptures". This inspired,
changeless and final revelation of God must be treasured. The second doctrine is that
of the fall, and the third, salvation by grace alone: "by which you also are saved".
Fourthy, this redemption is through Christ alone; to Him the Scriptures point and in
Him find their fulfilment. There is an urgent need for Evangelicals to "stand" firm
and unshakeable in the Bible and to pray and work for a full recovery of the biblical
faith.
cf., The Fight of Faith, Volume 2 of the Doctor's biography by lain Murray (Banner of Truth,
1990), pp. 427-569 and 789-796.
cf., Knowing the Times (Banner of Truth, 1989), pp. 278-290.

Notes for contributors to FOUNDATIONS
Manuscripts for Foundations should be submitted to the editors. If prepared on a
computer they should be accompanied by a copy on disk. Most major computer disk
formats and most word processor formats (e.g. 3", 3Yz", 5W' disks from PC, Apple
Macintosh, Amiga, Amstrad PCW, Apricot, BBC, etc.; Microsoft Word, Word Perfect,
AmiPro, WordStar, LocoScript, View, DCA/RFT, RTF, or even just plain ASCII text)
can be handled. If in doubt as to whether your disk or word processor is acceptable,
please speak to Dr Digby James on 01691 778659 who can convert between various
computer disks/word processor documents. If not done on a computer, clearly typed
manuscripts are acceptable. Whether computer generated or not, they should be double
spaced with at least a 1" margin. More detailed guidance information is available from
the BEC office.
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